Gotto holds nerve to
take victory over
Thwaite in series

. Sailing

NBYC played hosts to youngsters competing in the Musto Optimist East Travelle Series.

MARK ARMSTRONG
mark.armstrong@archant.couk

The Norfolk Broads Yacht Club hosted
the first event in its Musto Optimist East
Traveller Series.

With the more experienced sailors at big
European events this was an excellent
chance for the next generation to show
their class.

The Panks Trophy was up for grabs and
there were two fleets (gold and silver/
Regatta) both starting at the same time.

In the first race Milo Clabburn looked
like he might upset the Zone Squad
competitors when he took an early lead.

By lunch time with two races sailed
Jemima Gotto had taken two firsts and
came in gleeful that, as only three races
were scheduled, she had won.

There then followed a very happy
conversation with her father with him
explaining that he had just asked the race
office to run an extra race — so everything
was still up for grabs. And with Tom
Thwaites having taken two second places
he was hot on her heels.

Race three and Thwaites brought his
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best game — and took first place. So it was
all down to the final race and it was
getting pretty exciting,

In race four Thwaites and Gotto duelled
it out. Goyyo took an early lead — but then
in the last beat they both picked different
sides of the Broad as Thwaites cunningly
broke cover to see if he could steal a place,
but Gotto managed to hold him off and
take the race.

At the end of the day the winners were.
Gold fleet: 1 Jemima Gotto; 2 Tom
Thwaite; 3 Milo Clabburn. Silver fleet: 1
Ralph Surguy; 2 Ellie Thwaite

Theo Deverell set a new personal best
over the line in two out of 4 races.

All the children in the Optimist Team
East (including Thomas & Charles Alston,
Theo Deverell, Tom Thwaite, Bryce &
Ralph Surguy, Daisy and Milo Clabburn
and Jemima Gotto), will be representing
the region at national events.

n The Royal Yachting Association has
extended its programme of sailing and
windsurfing taster sessions to 360 clubs
across the country for 2017.

Entitled ‘Push the Boat Out’ and
running from may 13-22, the scheme
allows beginners to take to the water and -
learn the basics of water-craft in free or
low-cost sessions. To sign up for Push the
Boat Out, visit www.rya.org.uk to find
Norfolk’s participating sailing club or -
centre.




